
Preparing and Caring 
for

Beautiful Feet



Plenary #3:  When Beautiful Feet
Come Down off Mountain 

Trailsɖ

Helping Godɍs International Servants
When they come (not exactly) Home











Things that concerned me 
as I watched cross-cultural workers

òcome homeó:

ÁThey werenõt being appropriately celebrated.

ÁThey werenõt prepared for retirement

ÁThey werenõt prepared for re-entry

ÁAgencies and churches were often not making use of 
their valuable gifts and experience

ÁCreative options for semi-retirement and ongoing 
service were not being utilized



We will cover:

ÁThe concept of òcoming homeó

--also known as òRe-Entryó

--what that may mean for overseas servants

ÁRetirement: aspects that need to be considered

ÁWhat international workers need to think through in 

regard to both Re -Entry and Retirement

ÁHow agencies, churches and member care staff

can help with those transitions



HOMEé

what does that mean to you?

where is home now?



What do we mean by òhomeó?

1. The place you were born and raised?

2. Where people speak your native 
language and behave (more or less) as 
you do?

3.  Where people you love are?

4.  Where you òfeel at home óé ?





Resident Aliensé

Godõs international servants are often 

confused about the concept of òhomeó--

--correctly confused

òDear friends, I urge you as aliens and

strangers in the worldéó  

1 Peter 2:11



Home and Heroes of the Faith 
(Hebrews 11)

All these people were still living by faith when 

they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them  and welcomed 

them from a distance. And they admitted that 

they were aliens and strangers on the earth. 

People who say such things show that they 

are looking for a country of their ownéa 

better country ña heavenly one.

Hebrews 11: 13 -16



Part of the angst of the sojourner who tries to 
return òhomeó is the appropriate, biblical angst of 
not really belonging anywhere on this earth.

The solution for that particular angst is to center 
ourselves in our identity as Godõs children, Godõs 
servants, waiting patiently for our eternal home.



The cultural sojourn is a voyage that can 

end in  the resocialization of the

sojourner.

Anderson, International Journal of Intercultural Research, 

Vol. 18, No. 3, p. 320



òRe-entryó

òNot only is reverse culture shock 

normal, most returnees say that 

adjusting after coming home is much 

harder than adjusting to the ôforeignõ 

country ever was.ó

The Art of Coming Home

Craig Storti



Retirement

òRetirement is one of lifeõs most difficult 

transitions, comparable to divorce or 

death of a spouse. It is a more difficult 

adjustment than getting married or 

becoming parents.ó

www.baby -boomers -planning -for-retirement.com



Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

Culture shock is the expected

confrontation with the unfamiliar .

Re-entry is the unexpected

confrontation with the familiar .

Paige



Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

Aspects of home:

1. familiar placesé
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Aspects of home:

1. familiar places
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Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

Aspects of home:

1. familiar places

2. familiar peopleé





Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

Aspects of home:

1. familiar places

2. familiar people

3. familiar routines and 

predictable patterns 

of interaction





Shift in values

Re-entry:  why is this so hard?







Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

But doesnõt òHome Assignmentó help?

Yes

&

No



Re-entry:  why is this so hard?



Identity issuesé

éa certain mystique

In the U. S. an overseas worker

can haveé



Identity lossesé

B. Overseasé

érelationships 



Re-entry:  why is this so hard?

òTo re-enter, it turns out,  is to be temporarily

homeless.ó

The Art of Coming Home, p. 19

In terms of:

Áplace

Ápurpose

Árelationships

Áidentity


